the version of Robert’s Rules of Order we follow in the SGA Constitution.
INTRODUCED BY: Grant Zhang and Claire Rhee

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MISSISSIPPI SCHOOL FOR MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE
TO SENATE:

SECTION ONE (REASONING):

passlegislation—Additienally-it [t would be beneficial to specify exactly what points can be
made according to Robert’s Rules of Order in the SGA Constitution.

SECTION TWO (SPECIFIC CHANGE):

On page 15 of the SGA Constitution, under Section 5 of “ARTICLE IV — The Legislative
Branch,” the following would be changed to:

Decorum

All Senate meetings will be conducted in an orderly manner, and the version of Robert’s Rules of
Order found in the appendix will be followed. To this end, the following rules shall be held at all
times:

The following will be added to the end (page 21) of the SGA Constitution:
Appendix:

Parliamentary Procedures Adapted from Robert’s Rules of Order
Official, formal, and concise phrases used to signify a certain action in Senate at MSMS

All motions and debates must be addressed to the chair (SGA Vice President), not to other
senators. Senators are expected to raise their hand and be recognized by the chair before making
a motion with the exception of the interrupting motions. Senators are free to converse when the
floor is open. No movements outside of those listed are acceptable in MSMS Senate meetings.
All movements are subject to the discretion of the chair. The chair may ask the senator questions
to interpret the intentions of the senator, so as to not continue with a misinterpreted motion.
Senators may speak freely when granted the floor. Motions and points are still limited to those
allowed by the Rules of Order, but general speech pertaining to the topic at hand is permitted. If



one of the officers of Senate feels as though the individual is taking too long or not getting to a
point, they may use a point of order to ask the individual to yield the floor.
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Suspend I moveto | No Yes Yes No Majority
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Required Number of Votes to Pass

Modified voting records necessary to pass specific bills or resolutions in Senate at MSMS. Al
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Procedure: Type of Majority Needed:

Pass Bill (Student Handbook) 3/5 Supermajority

Pass Bill (SGA Constitution) 3/4 Supermajority

Amend a Bill (Critical) 2/3 Supermajority
Amend an Amendment to a Bill (Critical) 1/2 Simple Majority
Confirm Member to Office 1/2 Simple Majority

The Table of contents will also be changed to reflect this:
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SECTION THREE (RESPONSES):

Response One (Anonymous Senator):

“I think that it is unfair that we follow a two-thirds majority of the whole senate, especially when

most of the time some senators are absent.”

Response Two (Anonymous Senator):

"I think that this change would make passing legislation easier and more effective. With so many

conflicting schedules during the school year, having senators not present in the chamber is a

common occurrence that is leading to bills failing despite having a supermajority amongst the

senators present, which is only delaying legislative processes."



